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ing the boy's actual status in his class, he
says: "Of course, his heart disturbance may
have resulted from this 'Greek nightmare/
. . . but I am inclined to think that his heart
has been weak in purpose, rather than in
power. ... I will have a talk with Herbert,
and try to re-inforce your own counsels; and
hope that his heart and head will combine to
reassure you as to his purpose and power to do
Greek and every other subject well, as he gives
to it his inheritance of power and pluck."

Concerning another boy who wanted to
abandon a subject which he did not like, Meigs
writes to the parents:

" The question has been transformed from
an intellectual to a moral problem. If by

shirking and dishonesty, W-----, or any other

boy, is to secure his self-gratification in an un-
warrantable and ignorant prejudice against
any subject that you or I may feel it desirable
for him to prosecute, the integrity of his mind
and character will permanently suffer. As the
head of the school, responsible for the moral
and mental development of those confided to
my care, I should feel compelled to decline to
allow the boy to do as he chooses/5

Into his discipline he not infrequently
brought the power of a sarcasm, which he
could employ with terrific force. When he
found himself faced in a boy with shiftinessn of
